NE 086/10 Annex 6


COMMISSION FOR THE NEW ECONOMY AND

PLANNING & HOUSING COMMISSION

JOINT INVESTMENT GROUP

COMMISSION FOR THE NEW ECONOMY BOARDROOM, 

6TH FLOOR, CHURCHGATE HOUSE

19th JANUARY 2010

ACTION POINTS

	1. 
	Welcome, Introductions, Apologies
	

	
	ATTENDEES
	Planning & Housing 

Cllr Paul Andrews
Simon Bedford

Jane Healey Brown

Ian Munro

    Chris Findley

Roger Ellis

   Anne Morgan, AGMA

   Annie Grist, AGMA

Apologies

Cllr John Merry

Cllr Bob Bibby

Malcolm Edge

Barbara Spicer, AGMA

Cllr Derek Antrobus


	

	
	New Economy

Mike Blackburn

Cllr Kieran Quinn

Mike Emmerich

Nick Gerrard

John Steward

Susan Ford, AGMA

Others
   Colin Sinclair, MIDAS
  Ken Turner, MIDAS

  John Early, BLC

  Damien Bourke, NWDA


	
	

	
	
	
	Decisions/ Actions

	2.
	Declarations of Interest

Simon Bedford declared an interest in the Atlantic Gateway item (as he sometimes acts an advisor to Manchester Airport Group).
	Noted and the meeting agreed that the interest was personal and it was appropriate that he remain in the meeting

	
	
	

	3.
	Previous Meeting’s Action Points
	AGREED

	4. 
	Matters Arising

John Early from (Business Leadership Council) and Damien Bourke (NWDA) have been invited to join the group. 
	


	
	Decisions/ Actions

	5. 
	RS2010

Damien Bourke gave a presentation outlining the key elements of part one of the Regional Spatial Strategy, the consultation on which runs until 26th February. It was noted that New Economy were hosting a consultation event on 23rd February with an AGMA response to be signed off by the Executive on February 26th.

Issues raised in discussion

· There were concerns about the compressed consultation process – and particularly securing a fully owned AGMA response in this time frame. The meeting strongly felt that the NWDA needed to acknowledge the importance of the city-region’s views and be prepared to flex the process to facilitate effective consultation.

· It was acknowledged that the part 2 consultation process was the most significant as this would contain the detailed proposals – but the meeting was anxious that a lack of detail or clarity in part 1 could give rise to unacceptable detailed proposals emerging in Part 2.

· What does the phrase ‘more equitable’ mean in the context of the vision?

· It does not reflect the importance of the financial services sector for the city-region

· Concerns were raised that the Atlantic Gateway proposal had been incorporated into the strategy as a key spatial issue prior to its being fully articulated and agreed. 

· Need to strengthen the references to cross-Pennine links  
	ME to raise this issue at the Joint Commissioning Board on Feb 3rd

Damien Bourke to take note of all these issues

	6. 
	Atlantic Gateway

Damien Bourke gave a presentation on the framework issued for consultation on 18th January. The following issues were raised in response to the presentation and an initial scan of the consultation document:

· The meeting felt that earlier calls for a more robust evidence base to support the proposal still hadn’t been fully answered.

· The concept of Atlantic Gateway still appears too amorphous

· Concern that the proposals might undermine agglomeration benefits.

· The Leaders’ group on Atlantic Gateway does not necessarily reflect the views of AGMA as a whole as the whole city region is now included in the concept

· John Early said he wanted to consider this with the BLC

· Roger Ellis advised that in view of the timings, with a submission needed by 15th Feb, the AGMA Exec on 29th January were to be asked to delegate a decision to the Chair and Vice Chairs of AGMA to agree

· The RS2010 consultation process should be the means whereby the Atlantic Gateway concept is fully tested.


	Roger Ellis and Mike Emmerich to incorporate points into a joint response and circulate


	
	Decisions/ Actions

	7.
	GMS Progress/Commission for the New Economy Business Plan

In view of the shortness of time in the meeting, it was agreed that the draft performance report on New Economy’s Business Plan relating to Critical Success Factor 1 (provide ongoing support for the development of the GMS and the establishment of the SCR.) and CSF 7 (contribute to other GMS Strategic Priorities and agreed SCR interventions not led by the Commission.) should be circulated for comment outside of the meeting.

Also, that as discussed at the previous meeting, the relevant aspects of the Planning and Housing Commission’s Work Programme should be included on the agenda for the next meeting.
	Susan Ford to circulate

Annie Grist

	8.

	Large Sites

Presentation by Colin Sinclair, MIDAS

The presentation outlined how jobs had been lost to the sub-region because there was insufficient provision and choice regarding large sites (B2-B8 use 30 acre sites). Different clients had different requirements regarding a site’s remediation, ownership, design and build arrangements. 

The sub region is currently ill equipped to respond flexibly to these varying requirements. A more demand-led strategy for large sites to match investor demand and business need is required. 

Key points raised in discussion were:

· Employment land review needs to link to this and a demand focused approved taken

· Investment message – the ‘real life’ lost opportunities need to be more widely communicated so that key stakeholders understand the implications of their collective decisions

· The way this inter-relates with the town centre work needs to be explored.

· It was agreed that a joint piece of demand led work relating to employment sites and town centres should be taken forward by the New Economy and Planning & Housing Commissions working closely with the BLC and MIDAS


	Meeting to agree proposals set up immediately following the Joint Investment Group

	9.
	GM Town Centres

The group endorsed the three statements outlined in the policy.


	AGREED

	10.

	Any Other Business

None
	

	11.


	Date of Next Meeting

Tuesday 30th March 2010 - 10am-12noon

Commission for the New Economy Boardroom, 6th floor, Churchgate House
	


