NE 086/10 Annex 5


Commission for the New Economy

Innovation Investment Fund Gateway Review Sub Group

26th January 2010, 15.00 – 17.00pm

Boardroom, 6th Floor, Churchgate House, 56 Oxford Street
Minutes of the meeting

In attendance:

Jane Davies (JD – Chair)

Sally Randles (SR – MIoIR)

David Sanderson (DS – NWDA)

Cathy Garner (CG – M:KC)

Jon Kingsbury (JK – NESTA)

Martin Wain (MW – New Economy)

Liz Goodger (LG – Manchester City Council)

Nick Gerrard (NG – New Economy)

1. Introductions and Apologies

The Chair introduced the group and received apologies from Steve Mycio (Manchester City Council) and Christine Westcott (New Economy).

2. Declarations of Interest

Declarations of interest were received from JD (Animating the Corridor) and CG (Digital Planning).

3. Minutes of last meeting (19th November 2009)

The minutes of the last meeting were agreed by the group.

4. Matters Arising

JD and MW talked through the matters arising paper.  MW detailed an arranged meeting with David McCall of Hyper Island, with a view to a future Gateway 1 submission.

5. Finances – Funding Profile: Commitments and pipeline paper

MW talked through the tables included in the papers.  The group agreed that it would be useful to update this following the meeting to show a more accurate reflection of the definite commitments and current pipeline.

Action: MW to complete this for circulation with papers

6. Gateway Process  
MW updated the group on the High level RAG report.  JK informed the group that the London launch of the Manchester FabLab at NESTA would take place on the 25th February, two days after the local Manchester launch on 23rd.  JK would look to gain invites for Partners.

JK also updated the group on the status of Future Innovators, as a RAG report was not submitted.  This was reported as green.

MW introduced the written procedure update paper. No new submissions were received for this meeting, as decisions on projects discussed at the last meeting were to made via correspondence.

Animating the Corridor Gateway 2

JD confirmed that the action here was with the applicant and informed the group that discussions with NESTA around the web portal element had taken place, with discussions with the NWDA regarding future funding ongoing.  A new paper is to be produced for the Group.

Action: JD to circulate revised paper for decision

Culture & Public Service Innovation Gateway 1

MW updated the group on the progress related to this submission.  Details for the contact within NESTA’s Innovation Lab have been provided to the applicant, though discussions have not yet taken place.

Action: discussions to take place, resulting in a revised paper for submission to the Group.

Manchester Entrepreneurs Forum (Venture Point) Gateway 1

Following discussion, the Group decided that the unanimous position of the Fund partners should be reiterated to the applicant, to ensure clarity in the decision to not support this project.

Action: MW to contact applicant.

Open Data Cities Gateway 1

Following discussion, the Group decided to approve this application for £22,575 with the condition that a stipulation to publish a list of data sets from Gateway 1 is placed in the contract.

Digital Planning Gateway 2

CG updated the group on the ongoing discussions between the project partners.  A date has been set in February for the ‘drop dead point’ where a final decision will made between IBM and Hertz.  There is a risk here that the deadline for decisions may mean that money cannot be committed from NESTA within the current financial year.

It has been decided that WhizzGo will be allowed to interact with this project, allaying previous state aid fears.

Action: CG to provide update following decision-making between partners

7. Any Other Business

JK updated the group on the follow-on from the work with Kirsten Bound, who is leading the NESTA evaluation work.  

Next Meeting – Thursday 18th March 2010, 15.00 – 17.00

Deadline for papers Wednesday 3rd March 2010, 17.00.
