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Greater Manchester 14-19 Sub Regional Group

Meeting: Wednesday 10th February 2010

Present: Councillor Bob Bibby, Bury MBC, (chair), Mark Sanders, Bury MBC Councillor Sue Murphy, Manchester City Council, Sir George Sweeney, National Council Member, LSC, Nick Hudson, Wigan MBC, Lauran Chatburn, GM Colleges Group, Lis Smith, NWDA, John Korzeniewski, LSC, Richard Guy, Manchester Solutions and Councillor Linda Thomas, Bolton MBC, Sue Price, NAS, Simon Pierce, YPLA and Andy Westwood, Commission for the New Economy.

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor John Merry, Salford City Council, Councillor Kay Knox, Oldham MBC, Councillor Susan Loudon, Wigan MBC, Keith Davies, Bolton MBC, Elaine Bowker, Manchester City Council, Kathy Sutton,  Commission for the New Economy, Suzanne Hilton, Trafford MBC and Ian Fox, L’Oreal (UK) Ltd,

	
	Discussion Points
	

	
	
	

	1.
	Minutes from 17th December 2009
	Action

	
	Mark informed the Group that a letter had been sent on behalf of this Group to Peter Launer, Chief Executive of the YPLA in support of the continued provision of e2e following discussions at the last meeting.  Mark confirmed that a pilot had been offered with funding to test whether support in the lead up to Foundation Learning Fund was productive.

In relation to NEET evidence the Group were informed that the DCSF Select Committee would meet in March.
	

	2.
	Discussion
	

	
	2.1 Staffing Allocations – copy of note to AGMA Chief Executives – 14/01/2010

Mark Sanders summarised the note which set out the allocation of resources and costs for each Borough.  Reference was made to the central unit which was discussed at the last meeting. 

A discussion followed and a number of points were discussed in relation to the size of the youth population and available resources, and secondly a number of specialised roles may need to be resourced on behalf of the Boroughs to ensure an economy of scale.

The issue of people with learning difficulties was discussed and the Group agreed that the level of experience within the Boroughs was excellent and therefore there was no need to duplicate work.

2.2 Position Statement - Apprenticeships

John Korzenewski presented 3 papers prepared by Sue Price, NW Regional Director of the National Apprenticeship Service.  The first paper provided an overview of a process to agree apprenticeship requirements for young people for 2010-11 with the support of NAS, which in turn would direct the Skills Funding Agency on the commissioning and delivery of apprenticeship places.  The Group were asked to endorse the indicative LA level volumes for 2010-11 based on the existing analysis of Apprenticeships supply and demand which has been set at a ‘1 in 5’ ambition for apprenticeships.

The second paper provided an overview of apprenticeship delivery in Greater Manchester.  The aim of the paper is to support the Greater Manchester Sub Regional Group to review the take up and performance of apprenticeships within the sub region over the last 3 years.

The third paper provided an overview of the employer engagement activity undertaken by the National Apprenticeship Service in Greater Manchester.  The Group were asked to comment on the potential future roles of the Sub Regional Group, individual local authorities and the Commission for the New Economy in supporting the growth of apprenticeship starts in Greater Manchester.

A number of issues were discussed, in particular negotiations with higher education as apprenticeships may be seen as a route into higher education, the need to engage with people and families with BME backgrounds to ensure they have equality of access.  The Group were informed of an equality and diversity pilot to support this area of work.  The discussion then focused on the levels of information for parents as they were seen as critical in advising young people on their choices.  The Group were informed that the marketing budget was restricted, however the recent Manchester Evening News article proved to be hughly successful.

In relation to targets, employer engagement and recruitment of young people it was suggested that a task force be set up within authorities to identify milestones, targets and dates.  It was AGREED: THAT Richard Guy lead on this issue and provide a report at a future meeting.

Finally there was concern that the targets were too aggressive and it was AGREED: That Sue Price consider this and report back to the Group.

2.3 16 -19 Allocations for FE Colleges and Schools Sixth Forms 2010-11

The Group were asked to note the sustainable baseline allocations for Greater Manchester Further Education Colleges, Sixth Form Colleges and School Sixth Forms for August 2010 -July 2011.  The allocation takes account of a cohort reduction overall, the increased participation of young people in learning and the consequences of new builds and institutions being formed.

 The Group were further informed that the allocation process for 2011-12 would be the responsibility of the Greater Manchester Local Authorities, and this Sub Regional Group, through the National Commissioning Framework.

It was AGREED: THAT the issues concerning Academies be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.
	Richard Guy

Sue Price

Future Meeting



	3.
	Date and Time of the Next Meeting
	

	
	The next meeting has been scheduled  to take place on Wednesday 10th March 2010, 10.30am in the Salford Suite at Swinton Civic Centre
	


