NE 071/10  Annex 5

COMMISSION FOR THE NEW ECONOMY AND 

PLANNING & HOUSING COMMISSION

JOINT INVESTMENT SUB GROUP

COMMISSION FOR THE NEW ECONOMY BOARDROOM, 

6TH FLOOR, CHURCHGATE HOUSE

23 NOVEMBER 2009, 3.30PM – 5.00PM

ACTION POINTS
	
	Decisions/ Actions

	1. 
	Welcome, Introductions, Apologies
	

	
	ATTENDEES


	Others
Ken Turner, MIDAS

Annie Grist, AGMA

Susan Ford, AGMA
APOLOGIES

Councillor John Merry

Malcolm Edge

Councillor Kieran Quinn

   Colin Sinclair
	

	
	New Economy

Mike Blackburn

Councillor Bob Bibby
Mike Emmerich, 

Nick Gerrard

John Steward

Planning & Housing 

Councillor Paul Andrews
Councillor Derek Antrobus

Simon Bedford

Jane Healey Brown

Ian Munro

   Chris Findley

	
	

	2.
	Appointment of Chair

· Mike Blackburn was agreed as first Chair with the possibility of the Chair rotating once the group had become more established. The Commission for the New Economy agreed to host future meetings
	Mike Blackburn AGREED as chair

	
	
	

	3.


	Terms of Reference

The terms of reference were welcomed and the following additions/ amendments were agreed:

· Two additional members of the subgroup were agreed – NWDA, Business Leadership Council (BLC)

· Oversight of RS2010 to be added to activities and tasks

· Substitute senior representatives are acceptable though continuity is encouraged.

· Each Commission to review their work programmes, share headlines of their work and identify issues of interface where joint work will enhance delivery or to develop common views over issues to external agencies and maximise investment opportunities.

· There needs to be clarity about the outcomes that the group is aiming for and the value it will add.


	Nick Gerrard to Invite NWDA  and BLC representatives to next meeting

Each Commission to share headlines of work and identify interfacing issues.

	4. 
	Current Strategic Landscape 

To provide the group with strategic context a presentation was given by Nick Gerrard /Chris Findley/ Annie Grist on Greater Manchester Strategy/Statutory City Region, RS2010, GM Spatial Framework, and the Homes and Communities Agency ‘Single Conversation’. 

Specific issues raised in discussion were:
· The lack of high quality, large employment sites across the sub region and the strategic importance of delivering this is a key concern for both Commissions and MIDAS.

· The need for the city region to better set out its stall as we move towards an even more competitive funding environment

· The uneven public consultation across the strategic spatial planning documents

· The need to consider appropriate consultation on the GM Spatial Framework


	Representatives from each Commission, Midas, and the Business Leadership Council look in more detail at this issue.

	5.


	Atlantic Gateway 

(Presentation by Steve Potter, Ekosgen and Damien Bourke NWDA)

The Sub Group received copies of the AGMA Executive  response of 27th April to the initial proposals, and a subsequent consultation response by New Economy o the emerging proposals.

A number of points were made following the presentation:

· The scheme’s strategic implications (its focus on non-urban centre locations) might conflict with GM spatial policy.
· It was still not clear about how  Atlantic Gateway added value and the extent to which it would add to existing GVA growth
· There was no justification to strategically exclude Leeds and other areas from Atlantic Gateway
· Concerns that projects associated with the scheme might pass project (Green Book) appraisal but be flawed – robust challenge needed.

· The next steps would be for a draft Atlantic Gateway framework to be published for consultation in mid January. Agreed that the Sub group should consider the draft Framework at its next meeting


	Atlantic Gateway proposals to be considered at next meeting

	6.


	GM Town Centre Study Conclusions 

(Presentation by Simon Bedford of Drivers Jonas)

A number of points were made following the presentation:

· Town centres faced significant challenges as they had experienced no employment growth during the boom period.

·  A new approach was needed linked to the wider issue of employment land policy

· Make sure that the group uses this work in the development of a Manchester Prospectus to better position the city region for intervention funding. This should link in with consideration of strategic employment sites and the overall Manchester offer

· Use the Greater Manchester Spatial Framework to consider how Town Centres  can better support city region growth

· Noted that there was full engagement with the Business Leadership Council and that a joint consultation event is to be arranged with the private sector and the Local Authorities in the New Year

· Essential that engagement with districts is maintained as there are tough decisions to be made. 


	Proposal for development of a Manchester Prospectus to be prepared

	7.
	Any Other Business

· There was none
	

	8.


	Date of Next Meeting

· To be arranged 
	Nick Gerrard to arrange


