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Greater Manchester 14-19 Sub Regional Group

Meeting: Wednesday 25th November 2009

Present: Councillor John Merry, Salford City Council (chair), Councillor Bob Bibby, Bury MBC, Councillor Sue Murphy, Manchester City Council, Mark Sanders, Bury MBC, Sir George Sweeney, National Council Member, LSC, Lauran Chatburn, GM Colleges Group, Lis Smith, NWDA, John Korzeniewski, LSC, Richard Guy, Manchester Solutions, Suzanne Hilton, Trafford MBC, and Joanne Farrell, Salford City Council

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Susan Loudon, Wigan MBC, Joe Dwek, NWDA, Nick Hudson, Wigan MBC, Keith Davies, Bolton MBC, Terry Piggott, Rochdale MBC, Councillor Kay Knox, Oldham MBC, Elaine Bowker, Manchester City Council, Cecil Edey, Commission for the New Economy and Ian Fox, L’Oreal (UK) Ltd,

	
	Discussion Points
	

	
	
	

	1.
	Minutes from 28th October 2009
	Action

	
	Mark Sanders circulated an extract from the Manchester Statutory City Region Ministerial Agreement final draft which related to the post 16 provision.

The Group were informed that agreement had been reached on a single allocation for schools and further education from 2011-12.  This would allow for AGMA via this Group to determine its own commissioning framework with the flexibility to allocate places.  In relation to apprenticeships the budget will be included within the single allocation and therefore Greater Manchester would be able to allocate and generate the number of apprenticeships required for the city region.

A number of issues were discussed, in particular which existing frameworks fit into this agreement, and it was clear that there was a need to provide an explanation of what the proposal means in reality.

A discussion followed in relation to how adult skills provision fits into the agreement and Mark made reference to the New Economy’s current inspection in relation to section 4 status which would allow the New Economy’s Employment and Skills Board responsibility for adult skills.  A discussion followed in relation to how the work of the Employment and Skills Board would complement this Group and there was a consensus that a further discussion on governance between the two boards would need to take place.

It was AGREED: THAT further reports would be submitted to a future meeting of the Group.

The minutes of the last meeting were approved as a correct record.


	Agenda Items



	2.
	Discussion
	

	
	2.1 React Draft High Level Guide for Local Authorities for the Commissioning and Funding of 16-18 Education and Training

The guidance was circulated for information.

2.2 National Commissioning Framework

A copy of the National Commissioning Framework was circulated and a number of issues were discussed, in particular Members of the Group were keen to ascertain the methodology for how monies would be distributed from the single pot to providers under the new agreement.  The issue of timescales was again raised as June was considered to be too late in the process for providers to financially plan and Councillor Merry agreed that this was something that could be reviewed.

Mark reiterated to the Group that at this point there was limited flexibility in the framework in relation to timescales.

A further issue related to a suggestion made in the document that an in year reconciliation of funding based on learner numbers should be introduced and therefore play an integral part of payment processes.  The Group were concerned that to tackle under/over subscribed courses within the financial year would prove to be extremely costly, not withstanding the time required to review.  However, reference was made to where quarterly reviews were already carried out for apprenticeships and E2E provision, but it was clear that opinion differed on how this should be managed for sixth form and colleges.

The discussion then focussed upon young people with learning difficulties and the pressures of this demand led service against a finite budget.  There would need to be a further discussion in the future on how to manage this within Greater Manchester.

The final issue raised was capacity and staffing the sub regional groupings for 16-19 provision for Greater Manchester.  John Korzeniewski confirmed that AGMA would be taking decisions at the next meeting and that a report would be brought back to this Group at the next meeting. 

It was AGREED: THAT (1) The issue of timescales be considered for the future; (2) Lauran Chatburn and Richard Guy consider the issue of reconciliation with their respective colleagues and report back at the next meeting; (3) A report on the vision for the future in terms of governance, structures and capacity be considered at the next meeting, and (4) A report on how this Group will consider the requirements of young people with learning difficulties against the budget.


	(1) Agenda Item

(2) Lauran Chatburn

     Richard Guy

(3) Agenda Item

(4) Agenda Item



	3.
	Date and Time of the Next Meeting
	

	
	Thursday 17th December 2009, 10.30am, Committee Room 4, Swinton Civic Centre.


	


